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I payed a visit on Mengistu and transmitted to him a message from Comrade I. 
Brezhnev in response to a communication from Mengistu, which had been presented to 
Comrade Brezhnev by way of Comrade A. P. Kirilenko by the General Secretary of the 
PMAC, Fikre Selassie Vogderes. 

Mengistu asked that we convey to Comrade Brezhnev his deep appreciation for the 
fraternal and candid message. We agreed, and conveyed to Mengistu the advice contained in 
the communication. 

Mengistu placed great value on the fact that the Soviet Union is rendering support to 
Ethiopia, notwithstanding that this is leading to definite complications in Soviet-Somali 
relations. We understand, said Mengistu in this connection, that the Soviet Union is 
confronted with a complex dilemma: rendering military assistance to Ethiopia, it risks a loss of 
its opportunity in Somalia (~, Berbera). We are considering these questions, said Mengistu, 
and consider ourselves accountable to the revolutionary debt inhering in the obligation to take 
into account the interests of the Soviet Union in this region. Together with this, he observed, 
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Ogaden, and that it should therefore deposed. Berhanu Bayeh, Mengistu continued, has 
summoned to Addis-Ababa consultation, and afterward will return to Moscow 

without delay, inasmuch as the PMAC has engaged and in friendly 
negotiations with the Somalis over questions relating to the of multi-faceted 
Ethiopian-Somali cooperation. Mengistu promised to consider the form (for example, his 
interview with the Ethiopian news agency) additional presentations the PMAC' program 
for peaceful resolution of Ethiopian-Somali disagreements, as well as the Eritrean problem. 

The Soviet Ambassador directed Mengistu' s attention to the anti socialist and even anti­
Soviet (Maoist) propaganda which is being conducted by certain private publishing houses. 

Mengistu declared that implementation of the program of propaganda of Marxist­
Leninist ideas has indeed been unsatisfactory. For this reason, the PMAC has reorganized the 
Temporary Bureau of Organization of the Popular Masses and has replaced its leadership. 

As concerns the Chinese, Mengistu noted that they are not only disseminating 
literature, but are rendering direct support to Eritrean separatists and extremists. 

In the course of the discussion, a number of questions were touched upon in connection 
with the organizational character relating to the structure of the Ethiopian armed forces. 

In conclusion, Mengistu stated as follows: "We are attentive to the advice of our Soviet 
comrades in connection with the search for political solutions to both domestic and foreign 
problems. We will continue to strive for this in the future, and have already been required to 
execute many persons or place them in prison. At the present time I, for example, am 
restraining those who are proposing repressive measures, including those against errant 
organizations who proclaim their adherence to Marxism-Leninism but who are struggling 
against the PMAC. The main goal at the present time is to create a political party and a new 
worker-peasant army, inasmuch as the old army has displayed its weakness, and it turns out 
that the in military terms the counterrevolution is stronger than the PMAC had supposed." 

For his part, the Soviet Ambassador again laid emphasis on the need to preserve, no 
matter what, contacts with leadership the SDR~ 

The Soviet Ambassador additionally directed Mengistu's attention to the that 
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